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Reply To Restriction Requirement 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D,C. 20231 



Sir: 



In reply to the Office Action dated March 15, 1999, requesting an election of one 
invention to prosecute in the above-referenced patent application. Applicants hereby 
provisionally elect to prosecute the invention of Group II, represented by claims 26-35. This 
election is made without traverse, and without prejudice to or disclaimer of the other claims or 
inventions disclosed. 

It is not believed that extensions of time are required, beyond those that may otherwise 
be provided for in accompanying documents. However, if additional extensions of time are 
necessary to prevent abandonment of this application, then such extensions of time are hereby 
petitioned under 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a), and any fees required therefor are hereby authorized to 
be charged to our Deposit Account No. 19-0036. 
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It is believed that this application is in condition for immediate examination. Early 
notification to this effect is eamestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox p.l.l.c. 

Brian J. Del Buono 
Agent for Applicants 
Registration No. 42,473 

Date: l^0\ W 

1 100 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Suite 600 

Washington, D.C, 20005-3934 
(202)371-2600 
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Preliminary Amendment and 
Submission of Substitute Sequence Listing 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 



Sir: 



In advance of prosecution on the merits in the above-identified application, and in reply 
to the Notice to Comply With Sequence Requirements dated March 15, 1999, please amend the 
application as follows: 




In the Specification: 

In the specification at page 1, line 9, after "June 7, 1996" a nd befor e the comma, please 
insert -A (now U.S. Patent No. 5,888,732)1 



Please delete the sequence listing (pages 1-19 appended to the specification after the 
drawings) in its entirety, and insert therefor the substitute sequence listing attached hereto 
(pages 1-19). 




